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in establishing himself on the allotment of land where he began life anew. Father 
fitienne, a French priest, helped him to put his notes in form for publication, and 
they were sent to Mr. Casabona, who had met the farmer in Sao Paulo and had 
asked him to compile the story of his experiences, in which the visitor was greatly 
interested. Mr. Casabona edited the manuscript and added copious notes on the 
geography, communications, commercial and other statistics, etc. The result is a 
consecutive and well-written story of the fortunes of a French family from the 
time they left home till the new hearth was reared and they could see that a 
degree of prosperity was attainable in this prosperous State to which many peas- 
ant farmers in France are strangers. 

All information required by the French colonists on farm lands, climate, 
schools, government encouragement, crops, farm methods, and other matters, is 
given in much detail. The book in no way suggests the colonization pamphlet, 
but the account it gives of this remarkable State, which raises one-half of the 
world's coffee crop and offers great opportunity also for other agricultural indus- 
tries and stock-raising, will interest and edify all readers. The full-page illus- 
trations from photographs are instructive. 

The Italians of To day. From the French by Rene Bazin. Trans- 
lated by William Marchant. 246 pp. and Index. Henry Holt & Co., New 
York, 1908. 

A study of Italian life from the Lombard plain to Calabria and Sicily. The 
author sees the meaning of small as well as of large things and deals with those 
aspects which throw most light upon actual conditions in town and country and 
upon the life of all classes of Italians. It was written in the days of the late 
King Humbert, and the following extract from the author's description of the 
king, as he saw him at the inauguration of an Institute for the Blind in Milan, 
is a fair sample of a style that is both interesting and analytical: 

The King arrives first from Monza in a very ordinary two-horse landau. He wears a frock-coat 
and silk hat. The presentations being made, every one resumes his hat by the royal command, and 
the King begins to chat with the Milanese authorities and the managers of the new Institute, remain- 
ing in the vestibule, where the cold cutdoor air circulates freely. I remark no excessive attention on 
the part of those who surround him. He talks to each in very short sentences, speaking low, with a 
frequent lifting of the chin. His attitude is altogether military; and it is easy to see that he likes to 
talk standing, his chest well thrown out, taking a step or two, now and then, a habit which he main- 
tains in court receptions. His moustache is formidable, less so than on the coins, however. But his 
glance, a little singular in its fixedness, has nothing severe. King Humbert's popularity increased 
much after the cholera at Naples and he is aware of this fact. 

Mr. Bazin's clean-cut word pictures take in many sides of Italy, from its 
literature and authors and its high society, to the Campania, which he loves, and 
the slums of Naples. The only chapter of considerable geographical interest is 
that on Etna in eruption. 

Applied Geography. A Preliminary Sketch. By J. Scott Keltic 

vii and 199 pp. and 10 Maps. Geo. Philip & Son, Ltd., London, 1908. Price, 
2s. 6d. 

In this book Dr. Keltie shows how, in many ways, knowledge of geography 
may be applied in the interests of commerce. It is eighteen years since the first 
edition was published, and the second is partly rewritten and thoroughly revised. 
A new chapter has been added, "The Unstaked Globe," in which he sums up the 
results of the recent scramble of leading Western nations and Japan for new 



